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Five Ways to Safeguard Your Home This Winter

As the temperatures drop and the days grow shorter, there's a
natural inclination to create a warm and cozy haven at home.
Unfortunately, as we see increased use of heating equipment,
candles and electrical items, the number of home fires tends to
increase during winter months.

Here are five ways you can safeguard your home for the winter
season.

1. Ensure carbon monoxide and smoke detectors are working
properly. If your detectors are battery-operated, replace the
batteries annually. Test the detectors once a month and give them a
good dusting to ensure the sensors are clear of dirt and debris.

2. Inspect electrical cords. We depend on more cords during winter,
whether for holiday lighting, extension cords, or portable heaters.
Before using any corded items, double-check to make sure cords
aren't frayed or cracked. If you use portable space heaters,
remember to keep them at least 3 feet away from flammable items.
Use models that include an auto shut-off feature and overheat
protection. Space heaters can take a toll on your energy bills. Use
them efficiently (to heat smaller spaces) and safely. Never plug a
space heater into a power strip. Speaking of power strips...

3. Avoid overloading electrical outlets and power strips. When
overloaded with electrical items, outlets, and power strips can
overheat and catch fire. If you use power strips for multiple devices,
make sure the strip can handle the electrical load. For a safer bet,
look for power strips that include surge protection.

4. Clean the fireplace to improve safety and efficiency. There's
nothing better than a warm fire on a chilly night, but it's important to
maintain your fireplace for safety. As wood burns, a sticky substance
known as creosote builds up in the chimney. When creosote buildup
becomes too thick, a chimney fire can ignite. The chimney should be
cleaned at least once a year to reduce fire risks. Regular cleaning
also improves airflow and limits the amount of carbon monoxide
that seeps indoors.

5.Practice safety in the kitchen. As we spend more time in the
kitchen during the holiday season, be mindful of potential fire
hazards. Never leave food that's cooking on the stovetop
unattended. Clean and remove spilled foods from cooking surfaces
and be mindful of where you place flammable items like dish towels.

Jasper-Newton Electric Cooperative wants you and your family to
stay safe during the winter season.
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Hurricane Preparedness

Hurricane Season is June 1- Nov. 30.
Preparedness Checklist:

O Make an Evacuation Plan. Find activated evacuation routes here: DriveTexas.org
or by dialing (800) 452-9292. Call 2-1-1to find out if you live in an evacuation zone.

O Sign-Up for Emergency Alerts. Make sure your device is enabled to receive
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs).

O Prepare an Emergency Supply Kit.
Learn how to build an emergency kit here: https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit

(¥ Review Your Home Insurance Policy.

Q Register with State of Texas Emergency Assistance Registry (STEAR):
https://stear.tdem.texas.gov/ or by dialing 2-1-1if you live in evacuation zone and:
o have a disability or medical needs and do not have a car or other vehicle to
use in an evacuation.
o have a disability or medical needs and do not have friends or family to help in
an evacuation. **STEAR Registry information collected is confidential™*

Hurricane Preparedness Online Resources:

Texas Division of Emergency Management Website: www.tdem.texas.gov
Texas Department of State Health Services: www.texasready.gov
American Red Cross: www.redcross.org

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: www.ready.gov

Office of the Texas Governor Greg Abbott: www.gov.texas.gov
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Preparacion para Huracanes

La temporada de huracanes es del Tde Junio al 30 de Noviembre.
Lista de verificacion de preparacion:

O Haga un Plan de Evacuacién. Encuentre rutas de evacuacion activadas aqui:
DriveTexas.org o marcando (800) 452-9292. Llame 2-1-1 para averigiiar si usted vive
en una zona de evacuacion.

O Registrese para recibir alertas de emergencia. Aseglrese de que su dispositivo esté
habilitado para recibir Alertas de Emergencia Inalambricas (AEI).

O Prepare un estuche de Suministros de Emergencia. Aprenda coma construir un
estuche de emergencia aqui: https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit

O Revise su pdliza de seguro de hogar.

O Registrese en el Registro de Asistencia de Emergencia del Estado de Texas (RAEET):
https://stear.tdem.texas.gov/ o marcando el 2-1-1si vive en una zona de evacuacién y:
o tiene una discapacidad o necesidades médicas y no tiene un automavil u otro
vehiculo para usar en una evacuacion

o tiene una discapacidad o necesidades médicas y no tiene amigos o familiares para

ayudar en una evacuacion. ** La informacién recolectada del Registro RAEET es
confidencial **

Recursos en linea para la preparacion en caso de huracanes:

Sitio web de la Division de Administracién de Emergencias de Texas: www.tdem.texas.gov
Departamento de Servicios de Salud del Estado: www.texasready.gov

Cruz Roja Americana: www.redcross.org

Departamento de Seguridad Nacional de los Estados Unidos: www.ready.gov

Oficina del Gobernador de Texas Greg Abbott: www.gov.texas.gov
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Energy
Efficiency
Tip of the Month

The holiday season
is upon us, and

that means we’ll be
using more energy

in the kitchen. When
possible, cook with
smaller countertop
appliances instead of
the stovetop or oven.
Smaller appliances
like slow cookers, air
fryers and Instant Pots
consume less energy.

When using the

oven or stovetop,
match the size

of the pot to the
heating element
and place a lid
over the pot while
cooking. The food
will cook faster,
and you’ll use less
energy.

Source: Dept. of Energy

JNEC

JASPER-NEWTON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE



