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Preparing for the big hunt: Look out for power lines

As hunting season approaches, excitement builds for time outdoors. But before you head
into the woods, make sure electrical safety is part of your preparation checklist.

Power lines and utility equipment are often out of sight — and out of mind — especially in
wooded or rural areas. Ignoring them can lead to serious injuries or even death.

Before you climb that tree stand, look up and out

Never install a tree stand near a power line or on a utility pole. Electricity can arc — jump
through the air — up to 10 feet from high-voltage lines. This means you don't even have to
touch a wire to be at risk of electrocution.

Never shoot near or toward power lines, utility poles, transformers or substations. Stray _
bullets or pellets could damage equipment, possibly interrupting electric service. Even more g
concerning, they could drop a power line to the ground, causing a hazardous scenario:
those who get within 50 feet of a downed line could be shocked or electrocuted.

Keep these tips in mind to stay safe and avoid costly or dangerous incidents:

» Scout the area. Before hunting, take time to scout your area during daylight. Look for
power lines, poles and electrical equipment. Note their locations to avoid them later.

» Power safely. If you're using a portable electrical generator on your hunting trip, don't
use it inside a cabin or RV, or in a confined area. Make sure it's used outside where there
is plenty of ventilation.

» Avoid aiming toward power lines or equipment. Never fire near or toward poles, lines,
substations or transformers. A stray bullet could knock down a line, interrupt power or
create a deadly hazard.

+ Keep yourdistance. Always stay at least 10 feet away from overhead lines, poles and other
electrical infrastructure when setting up or taking down tree stands.

» Never climb a utility pole. Even if it looks like the perfect vantage point, don’t do it. Poles

carry high-voltage lines, and climbing them can be deadly. WE DON'T KNOW
« Don‘t use utility poles for support. Tree stands or blinds should never be attached to or THEM ALL, BUT WE
supported by power poles or electrical equipment. OWE THEM ALL

Know the danger of downed lines

If you come across a downed power line or damaged electrical equipment, stay at least 50
feet away, even if it doesn’t appear to be live. Power lines can still carry electricity when on
the ground, posing a risk of shock or electrocution. Call 911 or your utility right away to help
prevent a dangerous situation.

Whether you're a seasoned hunter or heading out for the first time, staying aware of your
surroundings could save your life.
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Hurricane Preparedness

Hurricane Season is June 1- Nov. 30.
Preparedness Checklist:

O Make an Evacuation Plan. Find activated evacuation routes here: DriveTexas.org
or by dialing (800) 452-9292. Call 2-1-1to find out if you live in an evacuation zone.

O Sign-Up for Emergency Alerts. Make sure your device is enabled to receive
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs).

Q Prepare an Emergency Supply Kit.
Learn how to build an emergency kit here: https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit

(¥ Review Your Home Insurance Policy.

O Register with State of Texas Emergency Assistance Registry (STEAR):
https://stear.tdem.texas.gov/ or by dialing 2-1-1if you live in evacuation zone and:
o have a disability or medical needs and do not have a car or other vehicle to
use in an evacuation.
o have a disability or medical needs and do not have friends or family to help in
an evacuation. **STEAR Registry information collected is confidential™*

Hurricane Preparedness Online Resources:

Texas Division of Emergency Management Website: www.tdem.texas.gov
Texas Department of State Health Services: www.texasready.gov
American Red Cross: www.redcross.org

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: www.ready.gov

Office of the Texas Governor Greg Abbott: www.gov.texas.gov
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Preparacion para Huracanes

La temporada de huracanes es del Tde Junio al 30 de Noviembre.
Lista de verificacion de preparacion:

O Haga un Plan de Evacuacién. Encuentre rutas de evacuacion activadas aqui:
DriveTexas.org o marcando (800) 452-9292. Llame 2-1-1 para averigiiar si usted vive
en una zona de evacuacion.

O Registrese para recibir alertas de emergencia. Aseglirese de que su dispositivo esté
habilitado para recibir Alertas de Emergencia Inalambricas (AEI).

O Prepare un estuche de Suministros de Emergencia. Aprenda coma construir un
estuche de emergencia aqui: https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit

O Revise su pdliza de seguro de hogar.

O Registrese en el Registro de Asistencia de Emergencia del Estado de Texas (RAEET):
https://stear.tdem.texas.gov/ o marcando el 2-1-1si vive en una zona de evacuacion y:
o tiene una discapacidad o necesidades médicas y no tiene un automavil u otro
vehiculo para usar en una evacuacion
o tiene una discapacidad o necesidades médicas y no tiene amigos o familiares para
ayudar en una evacuacion. ** La informacién recolectada del Registro RAEET es
confidencial **

Recursos en linea para la preparacion en caso de huracanes:

Sitio web de la Division de Administracién de Emergencias de Texas: www.tdem.texas.gov
Departamento de Servicios de Salud del Estado: www.texasready.gov

Cruz Roja Americana: www.redcross.org

Departamento de Seguridad Nacional de los Estados Unidos: www.ready.gov

Oficina del Gobernador de Texas Greg Abbott: www.gov.texas.gov I
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TIP OF THE MONTH

With the holiday
season approaching
and more time

spent in the kitchen,
consider ways to save
energy in the heart
of your home. When
possible, cook meals
with smaller, energy
efficient appliances,
such as toaster ovens,
slow cookers and air
fryers. When using
the range, match the
size of the pan to

the heating element.
Keep range-top
burners and reflectors
clean so they reflect
heat more efficiently.
After your holiday
meals are complete,
load the dishwasher
fully before starting
the wash cycle.

Source: energy.gov
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